The lymphoid system and its role in maintaining immunocompetence.
To provide a review of the lymphoid system and its role in maintaining immunocompetence. Review articles, book chapters, and research articles pertaining to immune function. The lymphoid system is the backbone of immunocompetence, regulating the interplay of inflammatory cells and responses with immune cells. This system provides humans with "true immunity." Oncology nurses need a strong working knowledge of immune function to provide a safe environment, adequate patient support, and interventions when altered immune function is present.